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seen, was sent as Chief Secretary in 1886. He was armed
with a more severe Crimes Act, under which trial by jury
was totally suspended. With special paid magistrates to
enforce this Act, political crime was stamped out. Land
purchase was made easier (see p. 869) and for a while peace
seemed to prevail. Irish hopes of Home Rule were so
dashed that quiescence settled over the country.

This negative policy as regards Ireland was in sharp
contrast with the other developments of the Unionist
Party. Joseph Chamberlain claimed to be the heir to Disraeli's
" imperialism ", but he breathed new life into the concep-
tion. Chamberlain had begun life as a Radical. He was a
successful manufacturer in Birmingham, and made his name
in local politics. He became Radical Lord Mayor of Bir-
mingham, and as such showed great energy. He advocated
public control of essential supplies such as light and water,
he was ardent for slum clearance, and under his influence
the city acquired an Art Gallery, a Free Library, a Public
Park, and a University. Thus, when he first took Govern-
ment office, it was appropriate that he should be President
of the Local Government Board. Yet, after all, the sphere in
which he made his mark was not that of home affairs. His
interest was drawn to the colonies and especially to Africa.
He was a man who radiated energy and enthusiasm, and his
personality made an immense impression on the people
with whom he came in contact.

In the first phase of his life he was an ardent admirer
and supporter of liberty. Thus he always advocated free
education on secular lines, with no religious teaching in
State schools. He consistently pressed for the extension of
the franchise, wishing to see manhood suffrage. He wanted
payment of M.P.s (going back to that old demand of the
Chartists) in order to give the poorer men a chance to sit
in Parliament, and not leave all power in the hands of the

1 His appearance, his clear incisive face, sharp nose, monocle, and orchid ID
buttonhole, made him a godsend to caricaturists.
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